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MEASLES.—OQn their Inoculation. 
No. 3. 


In our present number we conclude 
the experiments of Dr. Home on this sub- 
ject, and trust that its interest and im- 
portance will prove apology sufficient for 
any undue extension given to it in our 
columns. ‘Those of our readers who 
were not before fully acquainted with 
these facts, can now judge of the pro- 
priety of condemning as absurd and vi- 
sionary an attempt of this kind, to im- 
prove the condition of medical science, 
and ultimately, perhaps, be.the means of 
saving to friends and country, thousands 
of valuable lives. | 

We would recommend to some of our 
readers, who are qualified for such un- 
dertakings, and are placed in situations 
where they would have opportunities of 
prosecuting their investigations with ad- 
vantage, to repeat the experiments of 
Dr. Home, carefully and diligently, that 
no errors might arise from inattention or 
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want of precision, nor facts be lost from 
neglect or luke-warmness. They would 
not only confer a favour on their medical 
brethren and society at large, but would 
advance their own reputation, and lay 
the foundation, perhaps, for future use- 
fulness and fame. 

We will, in furtherance of this object, 
cheerfully lend our columns to record 
the result of such inquiries, or in any 
other way in our power assist in their 
prosecution. ‘The present, perhaps, is 
not the most favourable time for carrying 
on these experiments, as measles are not 
very prevalent: but still it would not 
be amiss to commence upon what few 
subjects could be procured, that when we 
have them more abundant, we may-have 
some experience, and know the best and 
most effectual method of proceeding. 

Let us now, however, detail the ex-. 
periments of Dr. Home, from where we 
last left him. 


“ Experiment 8. June 3d.—A girl, thirteen. 
years old, inoculated with blood, taken, May 
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27th, from a girl who had a great quantity, ve- 
ry considerable fever, and difficulty of breath- 


ing. 9tb, Hot last night, sneezing, pain of her” 


head and a little cough. 12th, Pain of her head 
and back, blooding at the nose yesterday, and 
to-day. Pulse 94, but no eruption. I was af- 
terwards told that this girl had the measles two 
years ago, and that the mother had been led to 
this from the view of gain. 

*< Baperiment 9.—Inoculated June 14th, a 
child five years old, with the same blood. 18th, 
Shivering at night, head-ache, and sneezing; 
hot in the night. 19th, Well all.day, but the 
same complaints at night, with a gentle loosc- 
ness. 20th, A little drought, and whiteness of 
tongue. Sneezes, but no cough. Weak and 
watery eyes. Pain in herhead. Pulse 120. 
21st, Three coughs this morning. Pulse 110. 
No purging since last night. Sneezes often. 
Measles beginning to appear. 22d, Looseness; 
but no cough. Turned hot, and vomited at 
bed-time: which was probably owing to her sit- 
ting at the door this night, which was cold: af- 
ter this more measles came out. Moderate 
looseness. 23d, Measles still out. 24th, Al- 
most all gone. Pulse at 83. Had gripes to- 
day, which ended in a looseness. 

“ Experiment 10. July 6th,—Inoculated a 
child eighteen months old, and of a very weakly 
constitution. Being afraid that the blood taken 
May 27th, was now too old, and being uncer- 
tain whether some, taken June 27th, would an- 
swer, as the person from whom it was taken 
was not feverish; I made use of them both mix- 
ed together. 9th, Feverish and droughty. 10th 
and llth, Better. 12th, Has coughed and 
sneezed some to-day. Pukeda little. 13th, 
Coughed some in the night-time, and sneezed 
a little. Great drought: no appetite. 14th, 
Coughs pretty often; sneezes sometimes. Had 
many spots out this morning, but almost all 
gone in again. 15th, A great many measly 
spots out, but especially on the sides and thighs, 
where they almost touch one ancther: they are 
much more distinct than they have been this 
winter in the natural way. Eyes have scarcely 
yet watered; thirsty: sneezes a little: coughs 
more. 16th, Loose belly. 17th, Looseness gone; 
spots disappearing; no cough or sneczing. 

“‘ ‘This patient had more of the cough, and less 
‘ of the sneezing and watering of the eyes, than 
any of the rest. It would seem that the latter 
secretions being diminished, more of the saline 

matter was separated by the ¢rachea and lungs. 
“+ §¢'Th's child took the measles again, Auguet 
20th. The spots were more numerous, and run 
more together; and the disease was attended 
with a severer cough, and a little difficulty of 
breathing. A natural looseness carried off 
these symptoms. 

** Was this disease owing to a new infection, 
or was it the effect of the inoculation? I am of 
the latter opinion; because, immediately after 


the first measles, it was seized with a swelling of 
the parotid gland, a proof that all the matter 
was not carried off py the eruption: this con. 
tinued during the interval, with a constant 
cough and sneezing: besides, there was not 
another natural measles in the town or coun- 
try, so far as I could hear. I have seen several 
cases in the natural way, where one infection 
produced two eruptions. Why may it not like- 
wise jin the inoculated? 

“ Experiment. 11. August 29th,—With blood 
taken two days ago fiém the former patient, I 
inoculated a child.cight months old. This child 
was getting teeth; and had been troubled with 
a cough and looseness for eight days. Septem- 
ber 7th, Had been hot, restless, droughty, and 
had sneezed for some nights. Some spots seen 
yesterday. 8th, Tongue white. Coughed and 
sneezed'some. About a dozen and an half of 
spots. 9th, Spots almost gone. 

“ Experiment 12. August 30th,—With the 
same blood avery healthful child, aged 18 
months, was inoculated: September 7th, Has 
cried all night, and has been hot and thirsty. 
Looseness. Coughed and sneezed. 8th, About 
three dozen of spots to be seen. Vomited all her 
drink this morning. Tongue very white. Very 
fretful. Rubs her eyes frequently. Pulse 132, 

‘¢ These two last experiments were tried at 
a time when there were no natural measles: and 
consequently in a time of year very opposite to 
the disease. 

“ Experiment 13,—That I might see the dif- 
ference of the disease when it is communicated 
by the lungs alone, and when by the skin 
alone, 

*¢ May 25th,—1 put into the nose of a child, 
for an hour, some cotton, which had been for 
some time in the nose of a measly patient, the 
fourth day of the eruption; but no disease fol- 
lowed. 

¢ June 11th,—Put some cotton into the nose 
ofa child two years old, which had been for an 
hour in the nose of a measly child, the day be- 
fore. But no disease. 

June 13/h,-—Put some cotton, dipt in measly 
blood, May 20th, into the nose ofa child. But 
no disease. 

**T cannot, from these three experiments, say, 
that the disease may not be inoculated this way; 
for the children let the cotton remain tvo short 
time in their noses. 

**[ have hitherto narrated the naked facts, as 
they presented themselves to me, that every 
person may have an opportunity of judging 
for hunself. Let us now draw some corollaries 
from the foregoing experiments. 

* Corol. 1.—The blood of a measly patient 
taken in the manner before described, contains 
a sufficient quantity of the morbific matter, to 
produce, by some fermentative power natural 
to it, the measles. It would appear, that these 
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morbillous effluvia are capable of going off, if 
the blood has free communication with the ex- 
ternal air, or is kept five weeks, even ina well- 
corked vial. 

«¢ Cor. 2—In the inoculated measles the pa- 
tient generally sickens about the 6th day. 
Here the disease comes on sooner, and seems 
to be more fixed in the time than in the inocu- 
lated small-pox, which varies from the 7th to 
the 11th. Its first approaches are generally felt 
only in the night-time, the children being well 
all the day. 

“Cor. 3.—It appears that the inoculated 
measles are a much milder disease than the na- 
tural, as the former are not attended with that 
degree of fever which precedes the latter; 
nor with the cough, want of rest, and other in- 
flammatory complaints which attend it; nor 
with the sore eyes, cough, hectic fever, or ul- 
cerated lungs, which so often follow it. Inocu- 
lation appears to weaken the force of all dis- 
eases. Whence does this arise? Is it because 
the effluvia of natural diseases enter the ves- 
sels unmixed and undiluted; and therefore ope- 
rate with more violence on the fluids? Is it 
because they are taken in at the head, lungs, 
and stomach, parts remarkable for their nervous 
sympathy with the rest of the body? Or, must 
the blood be in somewhat of an inflammatory 
state before so small a quantity as is received 
in the natural measles, can raise the disease? 
All these causes, I believe, contribute. 

“ Cor. 4.—The pathognomonic symptoms of 
this disease, viz., running of the eyes, and 
sneezing, are as strong in the inoculated, as in 
the natural measles: I never saw so great 
a running from the eyes in this disease, as 
happened in one of these experiments. The 
principal action of the morbillous matter appears 
to be on this saline humour, secreted from 
the glandula lachrymalis; for the sneezing is 
probably owing to the irritation of the same 
matter, when it arrives in the nose, upon 
Sneider’s membrane. ‘This inclines me to 
think that the morbillous matter is itself ot a 
saline acrid nature; and therefore associates 
more readily with these humours in the body, 
than with any other. 

“ Cor. 5.—But what is most surprising, is, 
that the cough, so constant an attendant on the 
natural measles, almost totally disappears in the 
artificial kind. Some of my inoculated patients 
had the cough all winter, others were carried 
about till the eruption, yet this symptom still 
continued mild. This symptom is probably 
owing to some measles, or inflammatory spots 
coming out on the surface of the lungs; for 
these are always found on opening the body, 
and in the more kindly sort the cough disap- 
pears on the turn of the disease. It appeared 
highly probable before inoculation; it appears 
pretty certain now, that this symptom arises al- 
most wholly from the infection being received 
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by inspiration, and fixing on the lungs. I en- 
deavoured to bring it to the test of experiment, 
as that alone is to be trusted; but, as yet, I 
have failed in inoculating this disease by the 
nose. 

*‘ Cor. 6.—The inoculated measles have their 
crisis commonly by purging, as the natural sort, 
It is probably owing to some of the saline hu- 
mours going off at the guts: it sometimes raises 
violent gripes. in its passage. 

‘“ Cor. 7.—This artificial disease appears to 
have cured a child of cutaneous eruptions, with 
which it was troubled for three months before. 
By combining with these it had exhausted them 
all at once. 

“‘ Cor. 8.—The incisions by which the measles 
are communicated, do not, when the eruptive 
fever comes on, inflame again and suppurate, 
as they do in the inoculated small-pox. Is this 
owing to the greater quantity of variolous mat- 
ter, or to its greater acrimony? Both these 
causes, I believe, concur.”’ 
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An Inaugural Address delivered before 
the Medical Society of the county of 
New-York, on the 12th day of July, 
1824; by David Hosack, M.D. LL.D. 
President of the Society. New-York: 
1824. 


This “ address” though generall 
speaking, of local interest, contains woe 
matter of reflection to American physi- 
cians generally, and from the similarity 
of some of the “ abuses” mentioned, to 
what we experience in our own city, we 
have thought proper to give a slight no- 
tice of it. 

After thanking the members for the hon- 
our conferred upoa him by being elected 
their president, and remarking that an 
unusual zeal and desire for the promo- 
tion and advancement of Medical know- 
ledge seem to be now displayed, «the 
Doctor exhorts them, if at any time par- 
ty feuds have existed among them, to 
resolve to know them no more, and ban- 
ish them from their remembrance, uni- 
ting heart and hand for the great and 
common interest of the whole. 

He then speaks of the peculiar privi- 
leges and advantages of the physicians 
of New-York; that they (and other phy- 
sicians in large cities) are justly expect- 
ed to be the most learned and able of 
the profession in any part of the state, 
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seeing. they enjoy more ample means of 
infermation, &c. 

We come next to some very important 
considerations, to which we would wish 
particularly to direct the attention of 
our readers, as few are ignorant that we 
are here suffering the same inconveni- 
ences, and the interests and honour of 
the profession imperiously demand, and 
loudly call for some active and efficient 
remedy. 


“J pass on to notice the means of effecting 
the latter object, that of improving the healing 
art, and of extending the benefits to be de- 
rived from this Association. 

“‘ That we may preserve the honour and re- 
spectability of the profession, none should be 
permitted to practice it who have not been le- 
gally received, either as Doctors of Medicine 
gr as Licentiates, agreeably to the provisions of 
the act of the state legislature. From many 
facts which have come to my knowledge, there 
is good reason to believe, that in this city and 
in its vicinity, many ignorant pretenders, who 
commenced their career as acknowledged vend- 
ers of quack medicines, are now prescribing for 
the sick, and are in the daily violation of the 
laws of the state. Connected with this subject, 
is the unwarrantable practice which has obtain- 
ed among some of our apothecaries, and those 
of them too the least qualified, of prescribing 
for the sick who may apply at their shops for 
the purchase of drugs; and in some instances 
they have had even the arrogance to suppress 
the prescriptions of the physician, and to sub- 
stitute their own combinations. 

‘‘ It therefore becomes the duty of this So- 
ciety, agreeably to the act passcd in 1813, to 
interpose, and to arrest these impositions upon 
the community, and which are to be considered 
as among the greatest evils that can befall so- 
ciety,” 


And again—after proposing that a 
census of all the physicians and surgeons 
and legally admitted practitioners of 
medicine be taken, and remarking that 
the laws of the state, the statutes of the 
University and the by-laws of the Socie- 
ty contain provisions, which if properly 
regarded, will in a great degree lead to 
the suppression of such things—he says, 


“In all ages our calling has been disgraced 
by the arts of the selfish and designing; and it 
is mortifying to observe in our own city contin- 
ued and most flagrant evidences of the success- 
ful career of charlatanery. t earnestly hope you 
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will omit no effort within the legitimate reach 
of your authority, to discountenance and sup- 
press the whole tribe of nostrvwm venders and 

ecific mongers; and if, upon experience, you 
shall find that the present system of regulations 
is inadequate, that it will be deemed meet to 
supersede it by obtaining from our legislature a 
code of greater efficiency and vigour. 

‘Many years since, the Medical Faculty of 
London expelled from their communion even 
the distinguished and learned Dr. James, who, 
disregarding the obligations due to his profes- 
sion and to society, became the vender of a 
secret febrifuge powder. In like manner, the 
most learned Society of Europe erased from 
their lists the name of the celebrated Lower, 
who had been convicted of venal practices, 
And within a few months, as we are informed 
by Dr. Johnson,* the name of Dr. Thornton, 
once highly respectable, has been in a similar 
manner disgraced, by being struck from the 
list of the Royal College of Physicians, because 
of his association with an itinerant quack, or 
vender of American herbs in London. ‘The 
spirited journalist goes on to remark, that, in 
his opinion, “ Dr. ‘thornton’s conduct, in aid- 
ing the Whitlow imposition on public creduli- 
ty, richly deserved this mark of disapproba- 
tion;’ and adds his hope, ‘ that immoral as well 
as unprofessional conduct shall be often served 
in this way in future.’ A similar course of de- 
cisive and vigorous conduct on our part would 


probably be productive of similar beneficial re. | 


sults, in preserving the respectability of the 
healing art in the United States. 

‘© Indeed, gentlemen, I cannot withhold the 
expression of the mortification I feel, when I 
see the members of our profession lending 
the sanction of professional authority to any 
new syrup or panacea, that cupidity and the arts 
of the impostor can combine to fill the purses 
of the venders.” 


He then proposes measures calculated 
to advance the interests of the society 
and the profession, and dwells strongly 
on the propriety and advantage of at- 
tending to the biography of our departed 
brethren. 

We may probably at some future day 
point out more particularly the abuses 
and improprieties committed in our 
own city, but for the present con- 
tent ourselves with recommending phy- 
sicians and the public to have an eye to 
these things. It is time that an end 
should be put to such proceedings, and 


* See Medico-Chirurgical Review for De- 
cember 1823. 
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we will always cheerfully concur in any 
measure which will tend to keep each 


’ one in his proper place. 


“ N¢é sutor ultra crepidam.” 
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EPITOME OF THE HISTORY OF SMALL-POX. 
From Sydenham,— Wallis’ edition, vol. 1. 


The three treatises on this disease by 
Sydenham, are most admirable in their 
description and method of cure, and can- 
not be too thoroughly studied by practi- 
tioners. In reading him, it will easily 
be seen how little has been added to our 
knowledge of the subject, since his time. 
The epitome following, was made many 
years ago, before vaccination was known, 
as a help to ourselves in that complaint; 
and having found it useful, we trust it 
will not be unacceptable to our readers. 


‘© Remarkable disposition to sweat in S. P. 
in adults, p. 153.—The eruptions and skin ap- 
proach more to the colour of a damask rose, in 
proportion to its being mild, 155.—Sweating 
not so prevalent in adults, in the confluent kind, 
156—and it is sometimes preceded by a loose- 
ness, Which was not observed by Sydenham in 
the distinct kind, 156—the eruptions generally 
on the third day, or earlier; but in the distinct 
kind, on the 4th or /afer; the sooner they ap- 
pear, the more they run together, 156, 157— 
delayed sometimes by some violent symptom, 
157.—The symptoms diminish in the distinct, 
on the ensuing of the eruption; but continue 
several days in the confluent, 157—the erup- 
tions not so high in the confluent 158—some- 
times resembling Erysipelas or Measles, 157— 
and not acquiring the same maturity as the dis- 
tinct, nofe.—The danger proportioned to the 
number in the face, 159 —A salivation in adults, 
and a looseness in children in the confluent, 
160—the first, very common, and sometimes 
appearing as soon as the eruptions, 160—thin at 
first, but more viscous about the seventh day; 
the hands swelling as that of the face subsides, 
160, 161.—The disease when violent, has exa- 
cerbations towards evening, 161—the eighth 
day in the distinct, and the eleventh in the con- 
fluent, most dangerous, 161, 162.—The sweat- 
ing suddenly ceasing, induces delirium, &c. 162 
—owing to the improper use of the hot regi- 
men, by which the face is prevented swelling, 


.and the pustules from rising, 162, 163. Delirium 


induced in both by the great inflammation, 164 
—also, producing purple spots, &c. 164—and 
bloody urine from the same cause, 165—and 
spitting of blood, 165—suppression of urine, 


—unfavourable symptoms from {foo great 
cold, improper bleeding, and purging, 166— 
the eruptions sink, a looseness and swelling of 
the face and hands checked, 166.—One of the 
most inflammatory diseases, 166—cautions 
against the hot regimen, 169—against too 
great evacuations, 172—against improper ex- 
posure to cold at the time of eruption, 175.--- 
Cardiacs to be employed if the eruption strikes 
in by improper treatment, 176—The eruption 
not to be forced out, 178—Cardiacs for this 
purpose often check tt, in the young and san- 
puine, 179—The looseness often checked 
spontaneously by the eruption, 181---Bleeding 
in, opposition to, in Sydenham’s time, 182, 185 
--Lying in bed, net. necessary in the distinct 
small-pox, 184, 185---Bleeding employed in the 
distinct S. P. and why, 185---Why more fatal 
to the rich than to the poor, 185, 186.--Greater 
caution necessary in the confluent S. P. 186--- 
The salivation to be favoured, 187---By plentiful 
dilution, use of opiates, 188---After the age of 
fourteen, and why, 188---They prevent deli- 
rium, promote the swelling and prolong it, and 
promote the salivation, 189---The looseness in 
children not to be checked, 189---Curious case 
of recovery by the admission of cold to the 
body in delirium, &c. 194, 195---Vomiting 
sometimes useful when the salivation is hard, 
&c. 198---Temperate regimen, its advantage, 
196---Coma cured by cooling the blood, 196--- 
and purple spots removed, 196---Suppression 
of urine cured by a few turns across the room, 
197---Bleeding sometimes necessary after the 
disease, 198-—9-—200. 

Vol. 2.---The S. P. accompanied with 
more violent inflammation and consequent 
symptoms, from the great dryness of the spring 
and summer, p. 52---Bloody urine and purple 
spots, with little sign of the appearance of 
small pox, 53---The pustules considered as lit- 
tle phlegmons, 53---Bleeding at the nose pre- 
venting death, &c. 54---Confinement in bed, 
tending to produce a greater number, 55---On 
the use of opiates in the confluent S. P. 

On the use of bleeding and purging in the 
secondary putrid fever, p. 362 to 366.. 
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POST MORTEM CONCERNS. 


M. De Lalande who died at Paris in 
1807 aged 75, and whose merits are well 
established as a philosopher, ordered. by 
his will, that his body should be dissect- 
ed, and the skeleton be placed in the mu- 
seum of natural history. His relations, 
however, regardless of the injunction, 
caused him to be interred a few days af- 
ter his death. . 
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In dissecting this philosopher’s 
body (by his own desire) the world would 
have been doubly benefited; first, in the 
real advantage which dissections prop- 
erly conducted, cannot fail always to 
promote in all concerned therein—and 
secondly by tending to overthrow that 
powerful prejudice, by which we are led 
to acquiesce in the slower and more dis- 
gusting process of the decomposition of 
the deceased, by the agency of wormsand 
putrefaction, rather than employ other 
means. of a less shocking and more ra- 
pid character. Our allusion at present 
particularly, is to the old plan of burn- 
ing, as conducted among nations of con- 
siderable netoriety; a subject we may 
hereafter resume. We shall only here 
advert to the late Mr. Laurens of S. 
Carolina, whose expanded mind led 
him to approve of this obsolete custom; 
and who by his will, attempted to res- 
tore it to notice. 

We should be happy if some friend 
who is master of the particulars, would 
favour us with them, for publication; 
they deserve to be better known in this 
enlightened republic; if only to lead to 
a just idea of the merits of different 
kinds of sepulture. Our cemeteries are 
now nearly full; our city is increasing 
in size, and we shall sooner or later 
reach the state of London and of Paris, 
where the grave vards are, emphatically, 
sinks of filth and corruptiun. 
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PARACELSUS, 


‘The following extract from Zimmer- 
gnan’s Experience in Physic, 1. p. 81 &c. 
nay affurd some amusement, and give an 
idea of that singular character, 


“* He (Paracelsus,) went so far as to say, that 
Galen had written a letter to him from hell; 
and that he had himself disputed with Avicen- 
na, on the borders of the infernal regions. His 
imagination was so excentric, and he indulged 
so much in the most idle reveries, that he 
adopted all the tales of sorcery, astronomy, 
geomancy, chiromancy and the cabala. He 
used to say that when God refused to assist him, 
he constantly had recourse to the devil. 

«This is the way in which he writes, in the 
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preface to one of his books, entitled Paragra. 
num.” 

*Tis your duty to get behind me Avicenna, 
Galen, Rhazes, Mesue, Montagnana; behind me 
ye doctors of Paris, Montpelier, Swabia, Co- 
logne, Misnia and Vienna; ye islands of the 
ocean; thou, Italy; thou, Athens; thou, Greek; 
thou, Arab: thou, Israelite, behind me; for the 
monarchy is mine.” 


a Eanes: 


E PLURIBUS: UNUS. 


**I know, says Zimmerman, 1. p. 167. a 
certain Esculapius,. who has 50 or 60 patients 
every morning in his antichamber. He just 
listens a moment to the complaints of each, and 
then arranges them in four divisions. To the 
first he prescribes blood-letting; to the second, 
a purge; to the third a glyster, and to the 
fourth a change of air;—I once heard a physi- 
cian of this stamp, say, I purge all my patients 
to day, because I am going into the country.” 
And he adds, that he once attended the physi- 
cian of a large hospital on the continent, who 
visited and prescribed for 169 patients in 25 
minutes!”” 


TELA ARANEARUM. 


Spider’s web. Experiments on, by Dr. George 
Pressly, Sth. Car. Thesis. 1823-4. 


If correct, these prove, apparently in the most | 


decided manner, its total inefficacy, as an ano- 
dyne, even in very large doses both on himself 
and others. It was given in the form of pills. 

3 grs. taken by himself; in about 50 minutes, 
without any perceptible alteration: he took 
5 gis. more, and in a few minutes repeated the 
dose, but with no effect. 

5 grs. (self,) frequently repeated, so as in two 
hours, to amount to 40 grs. but without effect, 

In intermittents, in the Alms-house— 

1st. A recent Tertian, after an emetic, gave 
5j every four hours, during the intermission; 
continued thus for six days, but with no effect. 

2d. Do. Quotidian; emetic, then 9)j as before, 
for near a week, but not checking the pa 
roxysm. 

3d. Do. Quotidian; after previous evacuations 
the web was given as above for five days, with- 
out any impression on the disease. 

In one case it was given in 5 gr. doses ever 
hour, then in augmented doses, but without ef- 
fect, in the pulse or otherwise. 

The exhilaration of spirits, sparkling eye, 
and animated countenance, described by Dr. 
R. Jackson, were never apparent, nor were the 
other symptoms from its use, evinced, particu- 
larly its anodyne or soporific effects. 

He tried it as an anodyne in several cases, ap- 
parently well calculated to prove its efficacy. 
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1. In a Convalescent from dysentery, nearly 
40 grs. were given in the evening, but inetfec- 
tually, and the same result on the next night. 

2. In a Convalescent from Rheumatism; }j at 
night, no effect; repeated next evening with- 
out effect. | 


FEMALF. DOCTORS. 

In looking over a late number of the 
Monthiy Magazine, we met with some 
remarks upon the “employment of wo- 
men” in which the writer seems sorely 
distressed at the number of females who 
are idle, and who ought to be occupied 
with many things that are now attended 
toby men. He proposes several ways 
in which the evil might be remedied, and 
amongst the rest, we find the following 
relating to our profession. Had the re- 
marks been written on this side the At- 
lantic, we should have attributed them 
tosome young physician, or friend of 
young physicians (so few in this country) 
who froma charitable motive wished tore- 
lieve them from some of the immense fa- 
tigue attendant on their overwhelming 
superabundance of business; their exten- 
sive and arduous duties certes require 
some assistance, and an increase of fel- 
low labourers! 


‘‘ The first plan that offers, grows out of the 
peculiar constitution of women, and suggests, 
that to a considerable extent they might be 
their own physicians. Delicacy forbids wo- 
men from freely communicating with male doc- 
tors, and itis well known that thousands of 
valuable women are constantly lost from re- 
serve in this respect. If a college for educa- 
ting women in the knowledge of physiology, 
anatomy and materia medica were instituted, 
10,000 of the strongest minded of the sex 
might derive independence from advising and 
“cage in female diseases, and particular- 
y in regard to diseases of children. Another 
5000 might subsist as accoucheurs.” 


— 


MEDICAL ETHICS, CONTINUED, 


6—When a physician or surgeon is called to 
a patient, who has been before under the care 
of another gentleman of the faculty, a consul- 
fation with him, should be proposed, even 
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though he may have discontinued his visits: 
his practice, also should be treated with can- 
dour, and justified, so far as probity and truth 
will permit. For, the want of success in the 
primary treatment of a case, is no impeachment 
of professional skill or knowledge; and it of- 
ten serves to throw light on the nature of a 
disease, and to suggest to the subsequent prac- 
titioner more appropriate means of relief. 

7—Consultations should be promoted in diffi- 
cult or protracted cases, as they give rise to 
confidence, energy, and more enlarged views 
in practice, On such occasions, no rivalship 
or jealously should be indulged: candour, pro- 
bity, and all due respect should be exercised 
towards the physician or stirgeon first en- 
gaged: and as he may be presumed to be best 
acquainted with the patient and-with his family, 
he should deliver all the medical directions 
agreed upon, though he may not have prece- 
dency in seniority or rank. It should be the 
province, however, of the senior physician first 
to propose the necessary questions to the sick, 
but without excluding his associate from the 
privilege of making farther inquiries, to satis- 
fy himself, or to elucidate the case. 


ee ee 
VARIETY. 


The Passions.—It is said that Muley Moloc, 
though lying on the bed of death, worn out 
by an incurable disease, and not expected to 
live an hour, started from his litter, during the 
important crisis of a battle between his troops 
and the Portuguese: rallied his army—led them 
to victory—and instantly afterwards sunk ex- 
hausted, and expired. 

Rabelais, used to say, that ‘* drunkenness is 
better for the body than physic, because there 
be more old drunkards than old physicians;”— 
in this sophism however, he forgot that physi- 
cians seldom take physic, 

INFLUENCE OF THE MIND ON THE BODY. 

Mary Glin, a widow, 70 years of age, and 
who had enjoyed remarkably good health alt 
her life, was so astounded with horror, at learn- 
ing that her daughter, with two children in her 
arms, had thrown herself out of'a window, and 
was dashed to pieces, that in one night her 
skin, from head to foot, became as black as that 
of a negro. This blackness was permanent, 
and the woman having died about two years af- 
terwards of pulmonic inflammation at the Salpé- 
triére, she was dissected by the Surgeons of the 
institution, and the skin was found to corres- 
respond in structure with that of the negro. 

Jour. de Med. December, 1817. 
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METEOROLOGY, AUGUST, 1824, 
































THERMOMETER. 
3 § Walnut st. 
Northern Dispen- ? Alms-house § 7th & 8th 
sary. = $a Mean of 
- OUl. 
Day{ 9) 12)3 ;7)2|7 3 6) 3] 10 
gi ae 
1 | 70| 74 | 7670] 76 765 66] 76] 69 
2 | 70| 76 | 79270) 78| 76 § 64] 79) 70 
3 | 72| 73 | 74; 75| 76| 77 § 70) 75| 74 
4 4 69) 71 | 73 ; 68) 73| 73 & 64] 75| 65 
5 | 65} 69 | 70 $61) 71] 713. 57| 721 64 
6 | 66] 74 | 743.66) 72} 73 5 59) 74] 69 
7 |-71| 76 | 79 ¢70| 76)-76 $ 65] 80) 72 
8 | 73] 81 |.78373| 78| 78.3 701 78| 70 
9 | 74) 79 | 83 275) 80} 80 § 70, 83] 70 
10 | 73] 76 | 77 $72) 77| 76 § 67/ 80) 70 
11 | 69 72 | 75° 65] 73| 742 59] 75] 66 
12 | 70| 76 | 79269] 76| 75 § 62) 69| 69 
13 | 70) 73 | 78-68] 77| 75 $ 64) 79| 69 
14. | 68| 76 | 77 ; 65] 75} 73 § 60] 76) 66 
15 {5 9] 74 73 5 65) 73 - 61| 74) 64 
$ P 


MEMORANDA. 

Boston.—28 deaths for the week ending 
Aug. 7.—Thermometer, (1 P.M.) Aug. 1, 75°: 
2, 82: 3, 80: 4, 70: 5, 66: 6, 74: 7, 76: mean 
heat 75: greatest heat in 24 hours 77: greatest 
cold in 24 hours 58: mean of barometer 30.00. 
Amount of rain 6.48 inches. 

Detroit.— Warm weather.. July 29, Thermo- 
meter stood at 100. 

New York.—95 deaths for the week ending 
Aug. 7.—Consumption 19, Diarhea 4, Dropsy 
8, Dysentery 10, Flux infantile 10, Hives 4, 
Small pox 3. 

Baltimore.—38 deaths for the week ending 
Aug. 9.——Consumption 2, Cholera infantum 12, 
Infantile unknown 8! Whooping Cough 2. 

Washington.—'thermometer as follows, (2 
P. M.) from July 1, to July 31, 86°, 87, 83, 79, 
78, 83, 86, 87, 90, 87, 79, 78, 81, 84, 80, 77, 
77, 84, 83, 86, 78, 83, 83, 80, 82, 84, 86, 84, 
85, 87, 85: average for the month 79: maximum 
90: minimum 67: hottest day 9th, coldest day 
16th. increase from last month 5°: Comparison 
with July 1823, average heat 1° greater this 
year, maximum 1 less, minimum 2 greater: total 
rain July, 1824, 2.44 inches: rain nearly 2 
inches less this year: general comparison, not 
so variable and not so moist, but more cloudy 
days: average height of barometer 29.95: range 
50. 

Norfolk.—11 deaths for July.—Cholera in- 
fantum 4, [ntemperance 2. 

Bellefonte. (Pa.)--The dysentery is spread- 
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ing its ravages here, and throughout Clear. 
field co. 

Charleston.—18 deaths from July 25 to Aug. 
1. Diarrhea 3, Whooping Cough 6.—Thermo. 
meter (3 P. M.) July 25, 89°: 26, 85: 27, 87: 
28, 87: 29, 87: 30, 85: 31, 83.* 

Savannah.—The Board of Health on the 
14th of July, announced that the city was re. 
markably healthy; more so than the preceeding 
years. They attributed it to the removal of 
filth, attention to cleanliness, and the gradual 
improvement of the dry culture: 14 deaths had 
taken place from May 19 to July 14, of which, 
6 of Fever: 2 deaths for the week ending July 
20; one of fever, brought sick from the country, 
and one, affection of the heart: 4 deaths for the 
week ending July 27: one of inflammation, one 
of bowel complaint, one of dropsy of the head, 
and one of consumption. 

New Orleans.—38 deaths from the 5th to the 
8th of July.—Consumption 2, Dysentery 4, 
Malignant Fever 4! other kinds of Fever 5. 

Thermometer, (2 P.M.) July 11, 89°: 12, 87: 
13, 88: 14, 93: 15, 94: 16, 92: 17, 93: some rain, 

Augusta.—17 deaths for the month of June: 
50 for that of July. 

Huntsville, (Alab.)—The month of July was 
very hot and dry: the thermometer ranged in 
the shade generally from 90° to 100. The 28th 
of the month was remarkably hot. 

Archangel, (Russia,)—The Dwina. was still 
covered with solid ice, May 17th. The ther- 
mometer was then 5° below the freezing point. 


* August 9th.—The Board of Health of 
Charleston has been officially informed of one 
death in that city by yellow-fever! ! 
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NECROLOGY. 


Dr. James Heaton, Loudoun co. Vir. zt 66. 

Dr. Samuel W, Fell, Belvidere (N. J.) July 
11, et 36. 

Dr. William Adams, Mount Picasant, West 
Chester co. July 22, zt 89. 

Dr. Wilmot F. Rogers, U. S. N. Norfolk, 
Aug. 7, xt 33. 

Dr. Jonathan Whitman, at Barnstable, lately. 

Dr. Samuel Stevens, of New Philadelphia, 
lately, near Canonsburgh. 
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